CHAPTER VI

MEANTIME the Emperor's relations with his mother
had become altogether past mending. Acute
collisions did not occur, because on the rare occasions of
their meeting the Empress Frederick spoke to him only
of uncontroversial matters, but the condition had become
chronic and incurable. She no longer sought to influence
him, but she could not live up to her expressed resolve
to retire mentally from the arena where she had hoped
to be so active and beneficent a force, and everything
he did provoked her bitter criticism. Ever since his
accession her constant letters to the Queen had been
reiterated catalogues of the insults which he had per-
mitted to be showered on her, of his pompousness, his
ignorance, of his callousness and want of dutiful feeling:
sometimes she thought that he was definitely insane.
He was like a child who pulls off a fly's wings out of
sheer thoughtlessness; he was green and suspicious and
prejudiced; he thought all women were ' dolts or
idiots.' The unhappy woman had indeed many grounds
for complaint, but she kept alive her own misery by multi-
plying them. William's wife, whose marriage with him
she had approved and strongly advocated, came under the
ban. She had no sense of gratitude towards her mother-
in-law; her head was turned by her position, she put
on grand, condescending airs, and (perhaps this was the